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known by the appellation of al-Musabbihi the kdtib, drew his origin from a family
of Harran, but Egypt was the place of his birth.    This highly accomplished and
learned scholar was the author of a celebrated history (of Egypt] and other works,
all of them attesting the eminent talents with which he was gifted.    He always
wore the military dress, and it was in the service of al-Hakim al-Obaitli, the son of
al-Aziz, and the sovereign of Egypt, that he rose to fortune.    He mentions in his
history, that he entered into al-Haldm's service in the year 398 (A. D. 1007-8), and
thai, after holding the governments of al-Kais and al-Bahnasa, in the province of
os-Said, he was appointed head of the Diwdn at-Tartib (I).    The interviews and
conferences which he had with al-Hakim are attested by his greater history.    He
compiled about thirty works, and, in speaking of his history, he says: "This va-
" luable work, the contents of which render all other treatises on the same subject
" unnecessary for the reader, offers him the history of Egypt, of its governors,
" emirs, imams, and khalifs, the description of its wonders, its edifices, its various
** productions which serve for food, a notice on the Nile, a history of the persons
" who settled in that country, brought down to the time in which the rough draught
" cf this chapter was first made, the compositions of the poets, the biography of the
11 muftis, and an account of the sittings held by the k&dis, the magistrates (h&khns],
11 the muaddils (2), the literary men, the amatory poets, etc.*'    This work fills
twenty-six thousand pages (3).    Another of his works, containing two thousand pages,
bears the title of at-Talwth wa 't-Tasrih (indirect and direct indications], and treats of
the ideas occurring in poetry, and the other species of composition.    His Kit&b ar-
Rdh wa 'l-Irti&h (wine and cheerfulness] fills three thousand pages; his Kitdb al-
Ghark wa '$~Shark (drowning and strangling], in which he mentions the persons who
met with their death in either of these manners, four hundred pages; his Kit&b at-
Tadmwa 'l-Addm (book of meats and sauces], two thousand pages; his Darak d~
SugMa (the attainment of wishes], treating of religions and religious practices, seven
thousand pages; his Kisas al-Anbiyd (history of the prophets], three thousand pages;
his KH&b nl-Mufdtaha wa *l-Mundkaha (liber initionis et congresses], treating de
vnriis rongmv&s modis, two-thousand four hundred pages; his Kitdb al-Amthila lid-
Dual il-Mukbila (book of emblems for the kingdoms which are to come], a work
founded on the.gtau and calculations, one thousand pages; his Kaddyd '$-S$>iya
(Sahran judgments], on judicial astrology, six thousand pages,; his Jtina tal~Mdshita
(tomb-cm of the female hair-dresser], containing curious relations, pieces of poetry,